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TAYLOR MILLER —

A Pause, On Possibility

When my four-and-a-half-year-old wakes up each morning, a new day of run-
ning, chasing, reasoning, bargaining, giggling, and meltdown aversion begins.
In those early moments of getting going, | squeeze in as lengthy a scroll through
the headlines as possible; on Saturday, October 7, 2023, my bleary eyes read a
tweet by journalist Mariam Barghouti several dozen times: Gaza just broke out
of prison.

Mariam Barghouti (s ) pise
@MariamBarghouti

Gaza just broke out of prison.
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This, before any correlated images, continuing context, and certainly
before any flurry of think pieces.

The initial shock of the statement carried my mind to the Gilboa Prison
break of September 6, 2021, when six Palestinian prisoners—Zakaria Zubeidi,
Mahmoud Abdullah Ardah, Mohammed Qassem Ardah, Yaqoub Mahmoud
Qadri, Ayham Nayef Kamamiji, and Monadel Yacoub Nafe’at—escaped through
an underground tunnel in the prison’s drainage system, which they dug with
spoons, plates, and pan handles. The six men were all recaptured within two
weeks, but their mark made on the infinite pathways to freedom endures in our
collective imagination, building upon generations of resistance, and on the
more recent Unity Intifada.[ 1]

The break, the rupture, the escape of October 7 also conjured the
feather weight of freedom. Before the subsequent worlds-altering salvo filled
my feeds, as documented by journalists like Motaz Azaiza, Hind Khoudary, Wael
al-Dahdouh, Moamen Al Sharafi, Mohammed Zaanoun, Belal Khaled, and Ples-
tia Alagad—tirelessly speaking truth to occupation with their words, images,
existence—my mind flashed to the singular minuscule stone that tumbled ahead
of an avalanche of heaving earth: a portion of the apartheid wall in al-Ram,
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Journalist Mariam Barghouti’s tweet from October 6,
2023; viewed by the author, and 2.7 million others, on
the morning of October 7, 2023.

[1]In Arabic, “intifada” translates as rebellion,
uprising, resistance movement. Across Palestine and
the diaspora, intifada is an invocation of strength and
courage in the face of oppression. The First Intifada
(1987-1993) and the Second Intifada (2000-2005)
provided frameworks, lessons, and visions for the Unity
Intifada (2021-present). Al-Shabaka policy analyst
Yara Hawari synthesizes: “The ongoing Palestinian
uprising against the Israeli settler-colonial regime in
colonized Palestine did not begin in Sheikh Jarrah,
the Palestinian neighborhood of Jerusalem whose
residents face imminent ethnic cleansing. While

the threat of the expulsion of these eight families
certainly catalyzed this mass popular mobilization,
the ongoing uprising is ultimately an articulation of a
shared Palestinian struggle in the wake of over seven
decades of Zionist settler-colonialism. These decades
have been characterized by continuous forced
displacement, land theft, incarceration, economic
subjugation, and the brutalization of Palestinian
bodies. Palestinians have also been subjected to
adeliberate process of fragmentation, not simply
geographically—into ghettoes, Bantustans, and
refugee camps—but also socially and politically.

Yet the unity witnessed over the last two months as
Palestinians across colonized Palestine and beyond
mobilized in shared struggle with Sheikh Jarrah has
challenged this fragmentation, to the surprise of

both the Israeli regime and the Palestinian political
leadership alike. Indeed, popular mobilization on

this scale had not been seen for decades, not even
during the Trump administration, which oversaw

the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, the
normalization agreements between Israel and various
Arab states, and the further acceleration of Zionist
settler-colonial practices. Beyond mobilizing on

the streets, Palestinians have been using creative
forms of resistance against their subjugation. This
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Jerusalem, that collapsed in February 2022.[2] Sporadically, segments of the
sinuous cement partition will cave—typically due to seasonal floods—only to be
hastily replaced.

As Shahram Khosravi stresses, we live in a time of wall fetishism: the
project of colonial accumulation by dispossession and expulsion that steals
wealth, labor, and time.[3] Borders take, extract, encroach. They diminish,
constrict, and obstruct the temporal and sensorial. Materials and machinery are
tested for their life-sucking precision on those pillaged of agency, though never
perfected, for the sake of the next development contract for “improvement.”
While that section of the wall in al-Ram has since been rebuilt, and the voracity
of colonial conquest across al-Quds continues to mount, the wall’s crumbling
reassures us of these structures’ material limits, their temporariness—affirming
the human and more-than-human rejection of all borders.

Here, perhaps, | should elaborate on Israel’s retaliation on Gaza—and
throughout occupied Palestine—that ensued almost immediately after this
October’s break. Aerial bombardment across the besieged coastal enclave has
flattened hospitals, mosques, schools, gasoline and water reserves, farms and
agricultural prowess,[4] theaters, archives, universities, churches, bakeries,
homes, news bureaus, legacies and livelihoods, entire family lineages. Mothers
clutching their torched babies’ corpses, shrieking into our phone screens
to end the atrocity, the catastrophe, again. | can’t put numbers here—to the
dead and displaced souls, to the buildings toppled, to the scorched earth; any
digit as a placeholder is already incorrect as | think through the next sentence.
The barrage, at time of publishing, has not ceased—for seventy-five days. For
sixteen years.[5] For seventy-five years. For 106 years. Fady Joudah reminds
us: “each land has its people / each time has its folks and time / for a while now
has been standing on our throats.”[6]

The notion of broke(n), here, contains infinitudes. And | do not dare
consider speaking to/of the shattering of lifeworlds that Gazans, and all
Palestinians from the river to the sea and across diasporas, have and continue
to experience—throughout this war, and all the versions of conquest and pillage
they and the land have endured.[7]

includes the revitalization of grassroots campaigns

to save Palestinian neighborhoods in Jerusalem from
destruction and ethnic cleansing, the disruption of

the Israeli regime’s economy, and the continuous
engagement of a globalized world with clear messages
demanding freedom and justice for Palestinians.” Yara
Hawari, “Defying Fragmentation and the Significance
of Unity: A New Palestinian Uprising,” Al-Shabaka,
June 29, 2021, link.

[2] This spectacular moment circulated briefly during
the week of February 4, 2022, when this section of
the wall collapsed, following heavy rainfall, due to an
accumulation of rubble against it. Al-Ram is northeast
of occupied Jerusalem, near the Qalandiya refugee
camp and the Neve Ya’akov Zionist settlement.

As documented by B’Tselem since 2016, the wall
surrounding al-Ram—and its calamitous correlated
technologies—severely hampers Palestinians’ access
to schools, hospitals and medical clinics, and the
movement of labor and merchandise, and severs
community continuity; see B'Tselem, “The Separation
Barrier Surround a-Ram,” January 1, 2016, link. To
view the clip of the wall falling, see link.

Journalists and police gather around the Gilboa
Prison escapees’ tunnel and hole, September 6, 2021.
Photograph by llia Yefimovich/picture-alliance/dpa/
AP Images.

[3] Shahram Khosravi, “What Do We See If We Look at
the Border from the Other Side?” Social Anthropology
27, no. 3(2019): 409-424.

[4] For more on the IOF’s practice of herbicidal
warfare against Gaza, see Shourideh Molavi,
Environmental Warfare in Gaza: Colonial Violence and
New Landscapes of Resistance (London: Pluto Press,
2024); Forensic Architecture’s 2019 investigation
“Herbicidal Warfare in Gaza,” link; B'Tselem, “Military
Sprays Herbicides along Gaza Border, Destroying
Crops in 200 Hectares,” March 9, 2017, link. For
more on my use of the term “IOF” when referring to the
Israeli military, see footnote 37 in this essay.

[5] None of this began with October 7, 2023. It is

our responsibility to situate this moment in Gaza,
and Palestine more broadly, within the long durée of
settler colonial history and its interminable violences.
For more on the siege of Gaza and various forms

of resistance within and beyond the region, see

The Dig, “Hamas with Tareq Baconi” (podcast),

link; Jadaliyya’s “Gaza in Context,” link; and the
scholarship of Rashid Khalidi, Noura Erakat, Diana
Buttu, Maya Mikdashi, and scores more.

[6] Excerpted from Fady Joudah, “Tell Life,” Poetry
(November 2013), link; to be accompanied with
Fady Joudah’s “A Palestinian Meditation in a Time
of Annihilation: Thirteen Magams for an Afterlife,”
Literary Hub, November 1, 2023, link.

[7] There is no possible way to describe the totality
of horror the Israeli occupation of Palestine inflicts
upon the land and its people—nor is it my story to
tell. But in the interest of building our resources for
learning/sharing/advocating/collaborating, some

of my recommendations for better understanding
this geopolitical moment include: Salman Abu Sitta,
The Atlas of Palestine (1917-1966)(London:
Palestine Land Society, 2011); Ahmad Sa’di and Lila
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I know for certain, though, that the versions and visions of freedom that

Palestinians are showing the world—of breaking out of Zionist settler colonial
framings and fearmongering, of imperial domination and plunder—are ones we
should study closest and amplify loudest.[8] Tareq Baconi insists we focus on
how Al-Qassam Brigades:

[REVEAL] THE STRATEGIC POVERTY AT THE HEART OF THE
ASSUMPTION THAT PALESTINIANS WOULD ACQUIESCE INDEF-
INITELY TO THEIR IMPRISONMENT AND SUBJUGATION. MORE
IMPORTANTLY, [AL-AQSA FLOOD] LAID WASTE TO THE VERY
VIABILITY OF ISRAEL'S PARTITIONIST APPROACH: THE BELIEF

THAT PALESTINIANS CAN BE SIPHONED OFF INTO BANTUSTANS

WHILE THE COLONIZING STATE CONTINUES TO ENJOY PEACE
AND SECURITY—AND EVEN EXPANDS ITS DIPLOMATIC AND
ECONOMIC RELATIONS IN THE WIDER REGION.[9]

My fixation on the rupture of the Gaza border, and connecting with
borderlands everywhere,[ 10] is to venerate the possibility of a less-bordered
world. Everyone’s attention and subsequent reflections as October 7 (and
beyond) unfolded fixates on death and destruction wrought by both sides.
Perhaps this piece can ask us to consider that the demolition of that wall was
actually a physical, visceral action of creation.

Maybe that’s not easy for us all to see. Or maybe just not right now,
amid the unending horrors we scroll through. But this creation of new worlds,
where we are millions and billions increasingly, collectively, demanding a
dismantling of the war machine, is in motion. For some, those demands are
made peacefully—and for others, the resistance is by any means necessary. |
am not one to judge nor prescribe the/a solution, of course. But my aim is to
connect the dots between these borderlands, and beyond.

And so, despite the urgency of the ongoing horrors in Gaza—across
Palestine—I offer a pause,[11] on possibility—of uprising against and the
dismantling of borders. Karim Kattan knows settler colonial conquest is as
much about space as it is about time:

Abu-Lughod, eds., Nakba: Palestine, 1948, and the
Claims of Memory (New York: Columbia University
Press, 2007); Noura Erakat, Justice for Some:

Law and the Question of Palestine (Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press, 2019); Rashid Khalidi,
The Hundred Years’ War on Palestine: A History of
Settler Colonialism and Resistance, 1917-2017
(New York: Macmillan, 2020); as well as projects by
Palestine Open Maps, Zochrot, Visualizing Palestine,
Forensic Architecture, Akevot, 7amleh, and many
others who archive atrocity—and co-create roadmaps
for freedom.

Remnants of the Gaza border near Khan Younis,
October 7,2023. Photograph by Anas-Mohammed via
Shutterstock.

[8] We are witnessing—participating in—actions...

in paradigm shifts of speed and scale not yet wholly
grasped. Some of the loudest gestures include
blockading ZIM cargo vessels... trade unions and
dockworkers disrupting global arms shipments,
temporarily shutting down bridges, highways,
consulates, and conventions, and demanding
accountability for public servants at all levels of
government. However, it’s important to remember that
solidarity and resistance occur out of the public eye,
too. Educators, artists, writers, caregivers, and the
world’s nurturers are building spaces for safety... for
knowledge production, and for defying the unsound
status quo. We can think of community organizing

and the role of women during the First Intifada
(1987-1992), when radical educational mobilization
and redistributed domestic labor sustained the popular
uprising. For more, see E. S. Kuttab, “Palestinian
Women in the ‘Intifada’: Fighting on Two Fronts,” Arab
Studies Quarterly 15, no. 2 (Spring 1993): 69-85,
link; Naila and the Uprising, directed by Julia Bacha
(produced by Rula Salameh and Rebekah Wingert-
Jabi, Just Vision, 2017).

[9] From Baconi’s commentary for Al-Shabaka. See
Tareq Baconi, “An Inevitable Rupture: Al-Agsa Flood
and the End of Partition,” Al-Shabaka, November 26,
2023, link. See also Tareq Baconi, Hamas Contained:
The Rise and Pacification of Palestinian Resistance
(Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2018).

[10] This is deeply informed by Nick Estes, Melanie
Yazzie, Jennifer Nez Denetdale, and David Correia’s
discussion of the “bordertown” in Red Nation Rising:
From Bordertown Violence to Native Liberation
(Oakland, CA: PM Press, 2021): “The bordertown
most commonly describes the cities and towns along
recognized international borders, such as the US-
Mexico border. These are considered the borders
that matter in the everyday life of a settler. We draw on
Native vernacular, an everyday language of resistance,
to recognize the borders that settlers ignore. These
borders exist everywhere settler order confronts
Native order. And since we find this confrontation
everywhere in settler society, everything in a settler
world is a border, and every settler is haunted by this
border—a Native presence that should not exist, that
blurs the edges of settler ontology” (6).

[11] Not the insulting “humanitarian” kind of pause. A
chance for us to sit with ourselves. With community we
have, and that we are continuing to cultivate.
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THE WALL SPEAKS TO OUR IMAGINATION: CONCRETE THAT
SHROUDS THE SKY AND TOWERS OVER THE HUMAN BEINGS
TREATED LIKE CATTLE UNDERNEATH. IT ISA CONVENIENT
PLACEHOLDER FOR THE MAGNITUDE OF APARTHEID AND
COLONIZATION. YET, THE WORKINGS OF THE ISRAELI MACHINE
ARENOT USUALLY MONUMENTAL. THE WALL IS AN ASPECT OF
ISRAELI POWER—AND NOT NECESSARILY THE MOST IMPORT-
ANT ONE. INDEED, ONE OF ITS MOST BRILLIANT ACHIEVEMENTS
ISTHAT IT IS SELF-EFFACING, EVEN UNASSERTIVE IN DAY-TO-DAY
LIFE IT IS A SILENT CONQUEST STRETCHING OVER MOMENTS
AND DECADES/[12]

If we consider borders as a consolidation—of power, prowess, profit—materi-
ally, spiritually, ecologically, existentially laying ruin to land and its stewards...
so too can we consider them a physical and psychological delimitation of the
settler colonial imagination.[ 13] So too can we claim power in the pause; extoll
the breaking of borders.

We need to remember: they hang glided over the damn wall.

An image so spectacular and sublime, so surreal that I’'d imagine
its impossibility and implications were nearly immediately squashed in our
psyches by the onslaught of the occupier’s assault. I'll assume that, in some
ways, I've internalized the border-military-industrial complex’s capacity for
stifling and siphoning a future-oriented world—and the ways that it’s wrecked
and reordered the pastpresent.[ 14] Meaning: Who among us considers the
efficacy of a flitting and flimsy nylon parachute against trillion-dollar walls and
machinery?[ 15] A Free Palestine does.

There were brief flashes of the resistance hang gliders circulating on
social media; cartoons and silhouettes of the bodies suspended weightlessly by
the breeze, slogans of solidarity, singing praises of bravery and potential. For
some, historic posters and anecdotes resurfaced, recalling the “Night of the
Gliders” on November 25, 1987, when Khaled Akar and Melod Najah, associ-
ated with the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine—General Command,
took flight from southern Lebanon, hang gliding into occupied Palestine,
catching the Israeli Northern Command and the Nahal Brigade off-guard.
Absorbed in playtime and snacks for several hours that October morning, away
from any developing stories, my mind repeated ad nauseam: they just... went
over the wall.

In my nearly 20 years as a Sonoran Desert dweller, I’'ve only known
walling—bordering—as an additive process. One that is incomprehensibly
opaque. Taller, thicker, fiercer versions of fencing continue to reinforce the
international boundary between the United States and Mexico, layered with
surveillance towers, ground sensors, drones, helicopters, ATVs, and so much
more—in the service of violating treaties and tribal sovereignty, constitutional
rights, and ecological preservation for the sake of settler colonial spoil.

Here in Tucson, Arizona—unceded Tohono O’odham land—I am
approximately 70 miles from the US—Mexico border wall. In June 2022, the

[12] Karim Kattan, “Imagining Palestinian Futures
Beyond Colonial Monumentality,” The Funambulist 37
(August 2021), link.

[13]For a useful, albeit hideously tragic overview

of the ecological devastation in Gaza, see Sonikka
Loganathan, “In Gaza, Israel Is Waging an Invisible
Environmental War,” The Hindu, November 27, 2023,
link.

[14] Nick Estes, Melanie Yazzie, and others in Red
Nation Rising write: “We must remind ourselves that
borders on this hemisphere are recent lines drawn

by the claws of capitalism. Borders preserve an
imbalance, favoring those who benefit from the misery
of broken kinship. Capitalism’s insatiable hunger for
violence is manifested by every border structure it
builds. The suffering and indignity Palestinian people
experience when crossing an Israeli checkpoint is
similar to that of Yaqui people held at gunpoint by US
border patrol agents, with the same company providing
walls and surveillance technology for both borders”
(G2

[15] For a crucial account of the Israeli military
industry, see Ali H. Musleh, “Designing in Real-Time:
An Introduction to Weapons Design in the Settler-
Colonial Present of Palestine,” Design and Culture 10,
no. 1 (January 2018): 33-54.
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US Border Patrol launched an observation blimp in Nogales, intended to add
another layer to its matrix of persistent surveillance.[ 16] Area residents and
local officials were blindsided; US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
provided zero public notice nor addressed any community stakeholders for
consultation prior to its deployment. The 22-meter-long aerostat, filled with
helium and tethered to a 7.5-ton mooring platform, was staged on a privately
owned hilltop above the Circle K gas station on the Patagonia Highway.

Not unlike the mechanics and methodologies of the Israeli surveillance
state that Eyal Weizman elucidates in Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of
Occupation, CBP’s blimps glaringly demonstrate a politics of verticality, where
the borders of settler colonial structure are materialized and manifest across
different topographical latitudes. In Gaza and throughout the West Bank, as
across the Sonoran Desert—bastardized as the US—Mexico borderlands—the
airspace, ground, and subsoil are weaponized for the perversions of those in
power.[17]

The blimp’s liftoff caused a mild stir across this portion of the bor-
derlands—Ilikely because of the arrogance with which it was inserted into the
landscape. It was an ostentatious eyesore that forced us all to remember—if
only fleetingly—the networks and nodes of draconian border policing through-
out the region. Local media coverage riled public outcry, and by January 2023,
the blimp was covertly removed with nary a trace.[ 18] During the short span
of the low-altitude surveillance craft’s duty, | frequently thought, Blimps. Just
hovering up over the border wall. Like this is some Super Bowl arena of detec-
tion and death-making.

With its removal, so too the greater community’s conscious awareness
of 24/7 surveillance and detectability. Headlines with images of the border wall
and conversations about CBP’s abuses of power vanished almost overnight.
Those in Tucson and in towns closer to the international divide, like Arivaca and
Patagonia, largely sank back into a routine of apathetic arrhythmia, despite the
ever-present monstrosity of the wall, and other blimps’ activities.[ 19] Perhaps
surprising to many, though, is that the federal government has used aerostatic
surveillance balloons across the southwest border since 2013, and the technol-
ogy dates to the early 1980s, when the US Customs Service initiated a network
of blimps to bolster the so-called War on Drugs.[20] The second-ever aerostat

[16] Here, as in much of my research, I’'m indebted

to the labor of Caitlin Blanchfield and Nina Valerie
Kolowratnik in “‘Persistent Surveillance’: Militarized
Infrastructure on the Tohono O’odham Nation,”

Avery Review 40, May 2019, link, and other
countercartographies of the Sonoran Desert that help
me view my home in indispensable new light.

[17] There are over 20,000 ground sensors, part

of the webs of technology for the “virtual” wall,
across the US—-Mexico border. For more, see Erica
Hallerstein, “Between the US and Mexico, a Corridor
of Surveillance Becomes Lethal,” Coda, July 14,
2021, link.

CBP aerostat surveillance blimp in its staging area.
Photograph by Jonathan Clark. Courtesy of Nogales
International.

[18] P. Ingram, “Grijalva Urges ‘Transparency’ from
CBP after Surveillance Blimp Is Lofted over Nogales,”
Tucson Sentinel, July 6, 2022, link.

[19] Other CBP TARS operational in the US southwest
are deployed in Yuma and Fort Huachuca, Arizona;
Deming, New Mexico; and Marfa, Eagle Pass, and Rio
Grande City, Texas.

[20] “CBP’s Eyes in the Sky,” US Customs and Border
Protection, April 11,2016, link.
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network site was built at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, in 1983. In 1991-1992, the
responsibility of the network was transferred to the US Department of Defense;
since 2003, more than sixty-six Persistent Threat Detection System (PTDS)
aerostats have been put into action in both Afghanistan and Iraq—overseeing
convoys in transit while gleaning intelligence. In fiscal year 2014, US CBP
assumed responsibility for the Tethered Aerostat Radar System (TARS) project,
the 420K Aerostat System fleet configured across the US—Mexico borderlands.

The 420K TARS is manufactured by Lockheed Martin, one of the world’s
largest defense contractors, with half its annual sales to the US Department of
Defense. From an October 2020 blurb on its website, the company sentimen-
talizes:

FROM AFAR, IT LOOKED LIKE A SCENE STRAIGHT OUT OF AN

H. G. WELLS NOVEL. IN 2003, A SERIES OF BLIMP-SHAPED AIR
VEHICLES BEGAN RISING, ONE AFTER ANOTHER, OVER THE ARID
TERRAIN OF AFGHANISTAN.

THE UNUSUAL-LOOKING SHIPS—HELIUM-FILLED AIRCRAFT
CALLED AEROSTATS—ROSE TO AN ALTITUDE OF 15000 FEET
AND FLOATED QUIETLY IN THE SKY, EACH SECURED TO A
GROUND-BASED MOORING SYSTEM BY LONG TETHERS.

INSURGENTS ON THE GROUND WERE PERPLEXED BY WHAT
THEY SAW. THE AIRSHIPS DIDN'T SEEM TO MOVE, NOR DID THEY
FIRE MISSILES OR RELEASE BOMBS.

I'T WAS ONLY WHEN INSURGENTS BEGAN TO NOTICE
COALITION FORCES ANTICIPATING SOME OF THEIR COVERT
OPERATIONS THAT THEY REALIZED THOSE ALIEN-LOOKING
AIRSHIPS HAD BEEN WATCHING—AND RECORDING—THEIR
EVERY MOVEMENT VIA A NEW SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM CALLED
THE PERSISTENT THREAT DETECTION SYSTEM (PTDS).[21]

The “threats” are categorized as “persistent,” because if there was a functional
solution, whatever that was across the spectrum of policy, it would not be in
the interest of Lockheed Martin and other insatiable “defense” corporations.
There would no longer be demand for divisive, destructive new Research &
Development; there would no longer be a demand for “defense.” On October
7,2023, Lockheed Martin’s AGM-114 Hellfire missiles, eagerly supplied to
the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) by the United States, were unleashed on
Gaza. While Lockheed Martin’s PR team unabashedly plays to the imperial
imaginary—recounting the panoptic, supranatural capture over Afghanistan—a
throughline worth underscoring is how Forever War—rearing its hydra’s head
through genocidal logics across Gaza and the West Bank[22]—is developed,
tested, honed, and celebrated in the Sonoran Desert.

If this most recent reign of terror currently being brought down on
Palestinians and their land has shown those of us in the United States anything,

[21] “Sentinels of the Sky: The Persistent Threat
Detection System,” Lockheed Martin, link.

[22] While the entirety of the West Bank is under
attack, at a range of scales, urgent attention must
turn to Masafer Yatta and Jenin. See Ramzy Baroud,
“The Ethnic Cleansing of Masafer Yatta: Israel’s
new Annexation Strategy in Palestine,” Mondoweiss,
June 2, 2022, link; and Mariam Barghouti, “A Nakba
Is Unfolding in the Occupied West Bank, Too,” Al
Jazeera, November 29, 2023, link.
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apart from their sumud in the face of seemingly insurmountable horrors,[23] it
is that there is no such thing as “democracy” here.[24] Millions are protesting,
petitioning, boycotting, blockading, defying... in the name of cease-fire,
sovereignty, self-determination, and a dismantling of the apartheid regime.
Yet, all this lands on the desks of the callous, profit-driven officials purportedly
“elected” into office. The US government is nothing more than a handful of
defense contractors stacked in a trench coat. Because these borders are
business.[25] Big business. The border is a billionaire.

A 2019 report co-authored by journalist Todd Miller, “No Mas
Muertes,” and the Transnational Institute emphasizes fourteen companies that
dominate the border security business: Accenture, Boeing, Elbit, FLIR Systems,
G4S, General Atomics, General Dynamics, IBM, L3 Technologies, Lockheed
Martin, Northrop Grumman, BAE, Raytheon, and UNISYS, among several other
top firms.[26] Tracking defense contracts is a dizzying (nauseating) ordeal [27]
but a brief survey of recent contracts awarded by the Department of Defense
(September 12, 2023) can provide a sliver of light on the rapacity:

LOCKHEED MARTIN CORP, FORT WORTH, TEXAS, WAS AWARDED
AN $841,490,130 FIRM-FIXED-PRICE, COST-PLUS-INCENTIVE-

FEE MODIFICATION (POO0O03) TO A PREVIOUSLY AWARDED
INDEFINITE-DELIVERY/INDEFINITE-QUANTITY CONTRACT
(NOOO1923D0010)...

LOCKHEED MARTIN CORP, GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS, WAS
AWARDED AN OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY AGREEMENT
WITH A CEILING OF $311,979,039 FOR STINGER MISSILE UPGRADES
AND REPLACEMENT. ..

NORTHROP GRUMMAN SYSTEMS CORP, BETHPAGE, NEW YORK,
WAS AWARDED A $46,705,533 COST-PLUS-FIXED-FEE MODIFICA-
TION TO PREVIOUSLY AWARDED CONTRACT NOOO24-17-C-63l1
FOR LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP MISSION MODULE ENGINEERING
AND SUSTAINMENT SUPPORT. THIS MODIFICATION INCLUDES
OPTIONS WHICH, IF EXERCISED, WOULD BRING THE CUMULA-
TIVE VALUE OF THIS MODIFICATION TO $161,210,500.[28]

These multinational corporations brazenly steal billions, but the wool
is pulled over our eyes as this border-military-industrial-complex is rooted in
and thrives off the everyday: the seemingly banal spaces of classrooms, admin-
istrative buildings, and strip malls in cities like Tucson, where these clusters
of “innovation” are concentrated on the University of Arizona campus, the UA
Tech Park, along the Interstate 10 corridor, and adjacent to Davis Monthan
Air Force Base. “The Old Pueblo,” as Tucson is cheekily coined by gentrifiers,
UNESCO-boosters,[29] and myriad incarnations of settler colonial schemata
alike, is the little-known hotbed of transnational fortressing and death-making
manufacture.

The University of Arizona is part of the Borders, Trade, and Immigration

[23] We celebrate sumud (steadfastness), but

we cannot overlook the exhaustion (depletion) of
remaining on, remaining dedicated to, the land. In

an Instagram post on November 26, 2023, Mariam
Barghouti quoted Gazan journalist Mohammed
Mhawish: “We are wallahy just too much exhausted

of being called anything like strong and resilient and
steadfast. We are too tired of this hell. Five wars for
me a twenty four year old is just too enough. Tired of
living it, of anticipating, of surviving, of going through it
again and again and again.” For an elaboration on the
term, see also Rana Issa, “Nakba, Sumud, Intifada: A
Personal Lexicon of Palestinian Loss and Resistance,”
The Funambulist 50 (October 2023), link.

[24] From the Palestinian Youth Movement’s dispatch
in December 2023: “What is clear is that the Western
imperial powers desperately want you to believe that
this collective punishment is justified; they want you
to hate the Palestinian, from fighter to infant, so that
you turn away and shrug.” See Palestinian Youth
Movement, “Two Months,” New Inquiry, December 8,
2023, link.

[25] Decades of US foreign policy aiding and abetting
the Israeli regime—including the December 8, 2023
United Nations Security Council veto, December 11,
2023’s United Nations General Assembly “against”
vote, and the Biden administration’s insistence

on unconditional billions in aid/weapons for the
Netanayhu administration—are demonstrative of the
US Government’s belligerence towards ambitions of
global security and peace. For more: Creede Newtown,
“A History of the US Blocking UN Resolutions Against
Israel,” Al Jazeera, May 19, 2021, link.

[26] For comprehensive analyses of defense
contractors and related stakeholders’ involvement/
reproduction of the US—Mexico border wall and
correlated bordering, see Geoffrey A. Boyce, “The
Rugged Border: Surveillance, Policing and the
Dynamic Materiality of the US—Mexico Frontier,”
Environment and Planning D, Society & Space 34,
no. 2(2016): 245-262; Todd Miller, Empire of
Borders: The Expansion of the US Border around the
World (New York: Verso, 2019); and Felicity Amaya
Schaeffer, Unsettled Borders: The Militarized Science
of Surveillance on Sacred Indigenous Land (Durham,
NC: Duke University Press, 2022).

[27] “As of October 2023, the United States has 599
active Foreign Military Sales (FMS) cases, valued
at $23.8 billion, with Israel. FMS cases notified to
Congress are listed link; priority initiatives include:
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Aircraft; CH-53K Heavy
Lift Helicopters; KC-46A Aerial Refueling Tankers;
and precision-guided munitions.” See “US Security
Cooperation with Israel: Fact Sheet,” Bureau of
Political-Military Affairs, US Department of State,
October 19, 2023, link.

[28] See “Contracts for Sept. 12, 2023,” US
Department of Defense, link.

[29] See link.
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consortium, which includes the University of North Carolina, Rutgers, and the
University of Minnesota and hosts Centers of Excellence (COEs) for Research
& Development, funded by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). COEs
undertake research projects for the DHS and other federal agencies, raking

in millions for the schools. One such project included aerospace mechanical
engineering students studying locust wings, for the development of miniature
surveillance drones—*“Micro Air Vehicles.”[30] The University of Arizona bears
down on this collusion with (b)ordering the curricula in the “National Center for
Border Security and Immigration” (aka BORDERS), part of the Eller College of
Management.

BORDERS touts its design-science research approach to “solve real-
world problems” that “respond to DHS identified interest areas and contribute
to the public good.” The three “research areas” are: detection, identification
and screening; sensor networks and communication; and immigration policy
and enforcement.[31] The software, demos, and prototypes for these research
areas include automated screening kiosks, AVATAR kiosks, biometric cameras
for remote surveillance and identification, checkpoint simulations, eye
trackers, and the Strike COM multiplayer online strategy game. In 2019, the
University of Arizona launched a nonprofit corporation, University of Arizona
Applied Research Corp., to meet federal demands for security, defense, and
intelligence projects. Austin Yamada, president and CEO of the corporation,
stated, “We will work with defense, security and intelligence community
sponsors to conduct the kind of research that will satisfy the cost, schedule and
performance metrics that drive the federal government procurement process...
Our nation faces many threats to national security that require the best and
brightest minds to help develop solutions to existing as well as emerging
problems, and many of the best minds in the country are at the UA.”[32]

While there’s much to expand upon regarding the nuance of these
technologies and their detrimental impact on the safety of migrants, asylum
seekers, and Sonoran Desert crossers alike, it's worth noting that one such
“community sponsor”—and by “community,” let’s call it a global aerospace and
defense goliath—is Raytheon, the world’s largest producer of guided missiles.

Raytheon Missiles & Defense (RMD) is headquartered in Tucson—
boasting a broad portfolio of precision weapons, radars, command and control
systems, and air and missile defense systems. According to RMD’s own
sources, “it has deployed border ‘solutions’ in more than 24 countries across
Europe, the Middle East, Southeast Asia and the Americas, covering more than
10,000 kilometers of land and maritime borders.”[33] The company is Tuc-
son’s biggest employer (more than 13,000 workers run the main manufacturing
campus near the Tucson International Airport) and contributes more than $2.6
billion to the Arizona economy.[34] It's no exaggeration to say the company, in
tandem with the University of Arizona, is the lifeblood of the city—or, perhaps
more apt, rapacious vampires sucking life from the city. In a November 2019
Arizona Public Media interview, Raytheon president Wes Kremer discussed
Raytheon’s economic and spatial growth across this desert, including some of
its recruitment tactics:

HOST: IN TUCSON, THE COMPANY'S OUTREACH CAN BEGIN AS
EARLY AS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. DO YOU HAVE A HARD TIME

[30] Todd Miller, “Follow the Money: The University of
Arizona’s Border War,” NACLA, March 22,2012, link.

[31] “BORDERS Research,” National Center for
Border Security and Immigration, Eller College of
Management, University of Arizona, link.

[32] Pam Scott, “New UA-Affiliated Corporation
Targets Defense Research,” University of Arizona
News, February 5,2019, link.

[33] Todd Miller, More Than a Wall: Corporate
Profiteering and the Militarization of US Borders
(Amsterdam: Transnational Institute, 2019), link, 32.

[34] “Raytheon’s Economic Impact to Arizona Now
Tops $2.6 Billion,” press release, October 2,2019,
link.
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CONVINCING STUDENTS THAT THEY WANT TO COMETO A
MISSILE COMPANY, AND NOT TO AN INTERNET COMPANY OR
SOMETHING LIKE THAT?

KREMER: SO YOU KNOW, WERE NOT FOR EVERYBODY. [LAUGH-
INGI

[ MEAN THAT'S REALITY. WHAT WE DO IS, WE DO NATIONAL
DEFENSE. AND WE TEND TO SEE THAT THE EMPLOYEES THAT
COME HERE AND STAY HERE FOR A CAREER (UM) USUALLY ARE
VERY PATRIOTIC IN NATURE, OFTEN HAVE SOME CONNECTION

TO THE MILITARY, YOU KNOW—AN AUNT, AN UNCLE, A FATHER,

A MOTHER, SOMETHING LIKE THAT.[35]

One person’s, one people’s, one corporation’s defense is another’s offense.
Raytheon pursues youth in the greater Tucson community, funneling them

into the Research & Development pipeline, which manufactures missiles that
target Palestinian children and wipe entire families off the Palestinian civil
registry. Since October 7,2023: 19,667 murdered Gazans (and climbing...
an incomprehensible undercount when we consider the ongoing media and
communications blackouts, kidnappings, mass graves, in addition to those yet
to be recovered from the destruction), more than 10,000 of them children.
[36] Over 300 Palestinians, including 63 children, murdered throughout the
West Bank (as of December 14, 2023). Call it what it is: the Israeli Occupation
Forces.[37]

“RAYTHEOD
“ENABLE

WEAPONS |
SSACRE

e AL L e Y
SIGN THE PETITION
GET RAYTHEON OUT

[35] AZPM, “Raytheon Missile Systems President
Discusses Growth and Priorities in Tucson,” YouTube,
November 22,2019, 4:23, link.

[36] “Over 10,000 Infants and Children Killed in
Israel’s Gaza Genocide, Hundreds of Whom Are
Trapped Beneath Debris,” Euro Med Human Rights
Monitor, December 9, 2023, link.

[37] Here, amplifying the efforts of groups like Al-
Haq and Forensic Architecture, whose human rights
monitoring, legal analysis, and reporting explicitly
utilizes “IOF.” A 2012 analysis by legal scholar
Noura Erakat explicates Occupation Law and Israel’s
attempts to legitimate self-defense amid its ongoing
occupation of Palestine, reposted in Noura Erakat,
“No, Israel Does Not Have the Right to Self-Defense
in International Law against Occupied Palestinian
Territory,” Jadaliyya, July 11,2014, link.

Raytheon Weapons Enable Massacre in Gaza, circa
2009. Courtesy of the Palestine Poster Project
Archives.
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Raytheon produces the Tomahawk cruise missile, the Standard
Missile-3 series of ballistic missile interceptors, and the AMRAAM and Side-
winder air-combat missiles in Tucson. While these weapons are currently and
relentlessly ransacking Gaza, Raytheon’s hand in the destruction of Palestine
and its people, and its complicity with the Israeli regime, extends far beyond the
present:

AS REPORTED BY AFSC INVESTIGATE, RAYTHEON PROVIDES
ISRAEL WITH MISSILES COMPATIBLE WITH ISRAELI F-16 FIGHTER
JETS, INCLUDING THE AGM MAVERICK AIR-TO-SURFACE MISSILE,
THE TOW MISSILE, AND THE AIM-9X SIDEWINDER. RAYTHEON
ALSO PRODUCES MISSILES WHICH ISRAEL USES TO ARM ITS FLEET
OF F-35A AIRCRAFT. ISRAEL SPENDS A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF
THE BILLIONS IN USD OF MILITARY “AID” THAT THE US PROVIDES
IT EACH YEAR ON RAYTHEON WEAPONRY. IN 2015, FOR EXAM-
PLE, RAYTHEON SOLD 250 AIM-120 AMRAAM MISSILES TO ISRAEL
FOR $1.8 BILLION THROUGH US FOREIGN MILITARY SALES.

ISRAEL HAS USED RAYTHEON'S MISSILES AND BOMBS REPEATEDLY
IN ITS ATTACKS ON DENSELY POPULATED AREAS IN PALESTINE.
IN 2008-2009, ISRAEL USED F-16 AIRCRAFT ARMED WITH RAY-
THEON MISSILES INITS AERIAL ASSAULT ON GAZA (SO-CALLED
“OPERATION CAST LEAD”), IN WHICH ISRAEL KILLED 1,383 PALES-
TINIANS AND INJURED 5300. FOLLOWING THIS MURDEROUS
AERIAL BOMBING CAMPAIGN, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
FOUND FRAGMENTS OF A 500-LB BOMB WITH RAYTHEON
MARKINGS AMONGST THE RUBBLE IN GAZA. THE ISRAELI MILI-
TARY USED F-16 FIGHTER JETS ARMED WITH RAYTHEON MISSILES
INITS 2014 AERIAL ASSAULT ON GAZA (SO-CALLED *OPERATION
PROTECTIVE EDGE"). THE ISRAELI NAVY USES RAYTHEON
PHALANX WEAPON SYSTEMS TO ENFORCE ITS ONGOING
NAVAL BLOCKADE OF THE GAZA STRIP, THROUGH WHICH
ISRAEL DEPRIVES GAZAS [MORE THAN] 2 MILLION RESIDENTS OF
MATERIALS NECESSARY FOR CONSTRUCTING AND MAINTAIN-
ING BASIC HUMANITARIAN AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
(SUCH AS WATER PURIFICATION AND FUNCTIONING SEWAGE
SYSTEMS).[38]

In August 2020, it was announced that Raytheon Missiles & Defense partnered
with Haifa-based defense company Rafael to expedite joint US production
for Iron Dome.[39] The flow of so-called counterterrorism training, weapons,
and surveillance equipment from Israel is far from limited to exchange with the
US. Seizing on the present rise of fascist regimes and emboldened colonial
expansionism, Israel is capturing the market; in 2022 it exported a record
$12.556 billion in defense equipment and surveillance.[40] The “Database of
Israeli Military and Security Export” (DIMSE) map estimates that Israel exports
military equipment and arms to around 130 countries worldwide.[41]

But aiding and abetting the IOF has become the US’s unique
brand—from Cop City[42] to the Deadly Exchange;[43] lying and gaslighting
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[38] From the Mapping Project’s integral undertaking
of “[developing] a deeper understanding of local
institutional support for the colonization of Palestine
and harms that we see as linked, such as policing, US
imperialism, and displacement/ethnic cleansing. Our
work is grounded in the realization that oppressors
share tactics and institutions—and that our liberation
struggles are connected. We wanted to visualize
these connections in order to see where our struggles
intersect and to strategically grow our local organizing
capacities.” See “Raytheon,” Mapping Project, link.

[39] For an introduction as to why Iron Dome is
integral to Israel’s siege on Gaza, see Dylan Saba,
“Iron Dome Is Not a Defensive System,” Jewish
Currents, May 25, 2023, link; and Khaled Elgindy, “No,
Iron Dome Doesn’t Save Palestinian Lives,” Middle
East Institute, September 24,2021, link.

[40] MEE Staff, “Arab States Purchased Nearly a
Quarter of Israel’s Record 12.5bn in Arms Exports,”
Middle East Eye, June 13, 2023, link.

[41] See the Database of Israeli Military and Security
Export, link.

[42] This reciprocal relationship between US law
enforcement and Israel’s police and military has
gained tremendous traction over the last twenty years.
In a 2018 report by RAIA and Jewish Voice for Peace,
in the months following the events of September 11,
2001: “American law enforcement representatives
attended their first official training expedition to Israel
to exchange ‘best practices,’ knowledge, and expertise
in counterterrorism. This delegation included chiefs
and deputy chiefs of police departments in California,
Texas, Maryland, Florida, and New York, agents

from the FBI, the CIA, and future officers of ICE,

and directors of security at the MTA in New York

City. Participants were schooled in Israeli military
approaches to intelligence gathering, border security,
checkpoints, and coordination with the media, and
met with high-ranking officials in the Israeli police and
military, the Shin Bet, and the Ministry of Defense.
Since then, US law enforcement exchange programs
with Israel have become standard, with hundreds of
American law enforcement officials from across the
country going to Israel for trainings, and thousands
more participating in security conferences and
workshops with Israeli personnel in the United States.”
It is through this deadly exchange that militarized
logics of security and surveillance are normalized,
and historically marginalized communities and social
movements are increasingly violently repressed amid
rampant police abuses of power.

[43] See Deadly Exchange, link.
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by pseudo-progressive politicians;[44] from the scores of wars on Gaza and
beyond in years past; from Obama’s $38 billion package to Trump’s slashing of
aid to Palestine... to the additional billions of taxpayer dollars specifically for
Iron Dome development in recent years.

Israel is unabashedly a world leader in the design and implementation
of security imperialism and is invigorated by bellicose partisans and adjacent
profiteers. With consistent congressional backing, Israel models and exports
a sweeping surveillance state. P.L. 116-283, the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2021, contains
Section 1273 of the United States Israel Security Assistance Authorization Act
of 2020, which “authorizes ‘not less than’ $3.3 billion in annual FMF [Foreign
Military Financing] to Israel through 2028 per the terms of the Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs)...”[45] and ostensibly guarantees at least $38 billion
in military aid to Israel. This perennial financial and ideological endorsement
all but guarantees Israel’s aggressive expansion of weapons and surveillance
technology worldwide, the Zionist settler colonial imperative extended farther
and deeper into every terrain of the globe. This impetus for societal and
territorial domination signals the next phase of what Catherine Besteman terms
“militarized global apartheid” (2019):

THE NEW APARTHEID APPARATUS TAKES THE FORM OF
MILITARIZED BORDER TECHNOLOGIES AND PERSONNEL,
INTERDICTIONS AT SEA, BIOMETRIC TRACKING OF THE

MOBILE, DETENTION CENTERS, HOLDING FACILITIES, AND THE
CRIMINALIZATION OF MOBILITY... IT STRETCHES ACROSS MOST
OF THE GLOBE, DEPENDS ON AN IMMENSE INVESTMENT OF
CAPITAL, AND FEEDS A NEW GLOBAL SECURITY-INDUSTRIAL
COMPLEX. BECAUSE THE NEW APARTHEID RELIES ON AND
NURTURES XENOPHOBIC IDEOLOGIES AND RACIALIZED WORL-
DVIEWS, IT RECASTS THE TERMS OF SOVEREIGNTY, CITIZENSHIP,
COMMUNITY, BELONGING, JUSTICE, REFUGE, AND CIVIL RIGHTS
AND REQUIRES THE FEW WHO BENEFIT TO COLLECTIVELY AND
KNOWINGLY DEMONIZE AND OSTRACIZE THE MANY WHO ARE
HARMED.[46]

The louder the drumbeat for more border funding here, the more missiles we
ship over there, and vice versa.[47] In an October 24, 2023, earnings call,

GREG HAYES, THE CEO OF RTX [RAYTHEON], DELIVERED AN
EARNINGS REPORT TO INVESTORS ON TUESDAY. HE EAGERLY
NOTIFIED THEM THAT INCREASED US FUNDING FOR ISRAEL
WILL GENERATE FRESH CONTRACTS FOR MISSILES FROM

THE COMPANY’S RAYTHEON DIVISION. “ACROSS THE ENTIRE
RAYTHEON PORTFOLIO, YOU'RE GOING TO SEE A BENEFIT OF
THIS RESTOCKING,” HE TOLD SHAREHOLDERS. KRISTINE LIWAG,
A WALL STREET ANALYST FOR MORGAN STANLEY WHO WAS
ON THE CALL, SAID THE WAR AGAINST PALESTINE APPEARED
TO BE AN “OPPORTUNITY” THAT “FITS QUITE NICELY” WITH
THE COMPANY’S PRODUCT OFFERINGS. HAYES AGREED. HE

[44] Anthony Apodaca and Kellie Kuenzle, “Bernie
Sanders Is Failing This Moment,” Mondoweiss,
December 4, 2023, link; Ellie Quinlan Houghtaling,
“Here Are All the Democrats Who Voted for the
‘Anti-Zionism Is Antisemitism’ Bill,” New Republic,
December 5, 2023, link.

=

[45] See lin

[46] Catherine Besteman, “Militarized Global
Apartheid,” Current Anthropology 60, no. 19 (2019):
S27.

[47] See “FACT SHEET: Biden-Harris Administration
Supplemental Funding Request,” Department of
Homeland Security, October 20, 2023, link.
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CHARACTERIZED ISRAEL'S WAR AS A BONUS OVER AND ABOVE
ALREADY-EXPECTED US. MILITARY EXPENDITURES. THE EXTRA
ORDERS FOR NETANYAHU'S IDF, HE SAID, COME “ON TOP OF
WHAT WE THINK IS GOING TO BE AN INCREASE IN DOD [US
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE]" FUNDING.[48]

The more brutal the offensive on Gaza and across historic Palestine, the bigger
the boost for shareholders. A grotesquely delayed cease-fire, which ultimately
would return us to the untenable status quo of prolonged occupation and
apartheid—unless we demand its abolition—means record profits for warmon-
gers. The border is a billionaire.

And then I recall: they plowed through the wall.

A last bedfellow of Tucson’s border-military-industrial complex
that I’ll mention here, despite the options being plentiful, is Caterpillar, Inc.
Headquartered in Irving, Texas, the American™ construction, mining, and
engineering manufacturer brags of over sixty primary locations in twenty-five
states; “Caterpillar is a part of the United States infrastructure.”[49] 2019
saw the completion of Caterpillar’s $58 million, 150,000-square-foot building
in the heart of downtown Tucson, along the Santa Cruz River. Local council
people and Rio Nuevo development hawks lauded the arrival of the company’s
new regional headquarters.[50]

Itis impossible to separate Caterpillar’s presence from flagrant
extraction, dispossession, displacement, and desecration on every continent;
its mustard-yellow machinery perched on open pit mines... clawing at pipeline
routes... boring and blasting for the next NIMBY block. Around Tucson and
throughout this desert, Caterpillar equipment cuts/carves/splices through
Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui lands in the interest of Sonoran sprawl and
the latest iteration of The Border. A cogitation: In the O’odham language, there
is no word for wall.[51]

A lesser-known subsidiary of the company is Caterpillar Defense
Products, which develops combat engineering vehicles as well as components
for infantry fighting vehicles used by the Finnish, Swedish, Danish, and Swiss
armies, among others. Caterpillar equipment in the service of the IOF includes
illegal settlement construction, the razing of Palestinian and Bedouin homes
and property, the construction of the Separation (Apartheid) Wall, the creation
of roadblocks and checkpoints across all of Palestine, and for dispersing
anti-occupation demonstrations. As early as 2004, Human Rights Watch urged
Caterpillar to suspend bulldozer sales to the Israeli military; its “Razing Rafah”
report detailed the systematic abuse of the machinery, frequently employed
to demolish thousands of homes in Gaza.[562] The Caterpillar D-9 armored
bulldozer dominated the IOF’s “Operation Defensive Shield” during the Second
Intifada.[53] The Who Profits research center details:

THE MOST FAMOUS HEAVY ENGINEERING MACHINE USED BY

THE ISRAELI ARMY IS THE CATERPILLAR D9 ARMORED BULL-
DOZER. D9S WERE EXTENSIVELY USED IN THE ISRAELI ATTACKS
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[48] C. J. Atkins, “US Weapons Makers Tell Investors
to Expect Big Profits from Israel’s War,” People’s
World, October 27, 2023, link.

[49] See link.

=

[50] For more on Rio Nuevo, gentrification, and
racialized dispossession in Tucson, see Sarah Launius
and Geoffrey A. Boyce, “More Than Metaphor: Settler
Colonialism, Frontier Logic, and the Continuities of
Racialized Dispossession in a Southwest US City,”
Annals of the American Association of Geographers
111,n0.1(2021): 157-174.

[51] Tohono O’odham Nation, “The Tohono O’odham
Nation Opposes a ‘Border Wall,”” YouTube, February
18,2017, link.

[52] “Israel: Caterpillar Should Suspend Bulldozer
Sales,” Human Rights Watch, October 28, 2004, link.

[53] For more, see Stephen Graham, “Lessons in
Urbicide,” New Left Review 19, no. 19 (2003): 63-77;
and Eyal Weizman, Forensic Architecture: Violence at
the Threshold of Detectability(New York: Zone Books,
2017).
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ON GAZA IN 2008-2009 AND IN 2014, AND FOR OPERATIONAL
TASKS SUCH AS LARGE-SCALE HOUSE DEMOLITIONS IN GAZA,
LAND-CLEARING MISSIONS IN PALESTINIAN TOWNS AND
ARRESTING OR KILLING PALESTINIAN SUSPECTS USING THE
“PRESSURE COOKER™ PROCEDURE. THE “PRESSURE COOKER”
PROCEDURE IS AN ISRAELI MILITARY PRACTICE USED TO PRES-
SURE A PERSON WANTED ON A CHARGE OF TERRORISM WHO
FORTIFIES IN A HOUSE, TO COME OUT. IN SUCH CASES, ISRAELI
MILITARY COMBAT ENGINEERING CORPS DEMOLISH THE STRUC-
TURE WITH THE PERSON STILL INSIDE, EVEN IN THE CASE OF
THAT PERSON BEING KILLED IN THE PROCESS. THIS PROCEDURE
HAS BEEN USED AGAINST PALESTINIANS IN THE OCCUPIED
WEST BANK AND GAZA. THIS PROCEDURE IS PERFORMED WITH
CATERPILLAR EXCAVATORS MODELS CATERPILLAR D9 (L/N/R/T),
CATERPILLAR 966 (E/F/G/H), CATERPILLAR 330, AND CATERPILLAR
349.154]

During those few frames from October 7 now etched into our brains—
the grapple bucket bursting through steel bollards and layers of concertina
wire—the bulldozer forceful and fast through the fencing by Abu Khammash
@2 5, clan of the Tarabin (o 5) tribe lands, or so-called Kisufim[55]... “CAT-
ERPILLAR” was displayed across the windshield.

While Audre Lorde instills in us that the master’s tools will never
dismantle the master’s house, this death-making equipment can still be a small
part of the toolkit to reaffirm life; we’ll soar over it. We'll plow through it. We'll
tunnel under it. We’'ll blockade what builds more of it. This is the presentfuture
of all walls.

Millions have taken to the streets since October 7—from Balochistan to
Copenhagen, Sao Paulo to San Francisco and beyond—to decry Israel’s
genocidal warfare against Palestine. We are belting the urgent demand for
permanent cease-fire... the Palestinian right to self-determination and
sovereignty... calling to end US taxpayer funding of Israel’s apartheid regime.
A seismic shift in public consciousness is rumbling among us; we’re coming
out in droves to oppose carte blanche funding and manufacture for the US war
machine and all its abuses—demanding the dismantling of its Zionist settler
colonial bedfellow.[56] Here, | want to uplift the imperatives from the Palestin-
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[54] See lin

[55] From the Institute of Palestine Studies’ “Real
Names of Stolen Villages, lllegal Settlements of the
Gaza Perimeter,” see link.

The moment an old Caterpillar bulldozer busts through
the Gaza border, October 7, 2023. Screenshot from a
video capturing the event. Courtesy of Guardian News,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2023/
oct/07/israel-bulldozer-filmed-taking-down-section-
of-israel-gaza-border-fence-video.

[56] Mass movements in Arizona against
warmongering corporations like Raytheon, Elbit
Systems, Leonardo, and Caterpillar since October 7,
2023 were initially slow-moving, but joyously, they are
gaining traction despite Tucson Police Department,
Arizona Board of Regents, and University of Arizona
president Robert Robbins’s intimidation tactics.

On November 30, 2023, actionists successfully
blockaded the UA Tech Park (where Raytheon is
located), leading to a very temporary closure. It
wasn’t without scandal, however, as Senior Field
Correspondent for KUZZ Fronteras Desk (and local
NPR affiliate) Alisa Reznick was arrested while
reporting. Actionists are building local coalitions

to demand a “genocide-free economy.” John
Washington, “KJZZ Reporter Covering a Pro-
Palestinian Protest among Group Arrested by Pima
County Sheriff’s Deputies,” AZ Luminaria, November
30, 2023, link.
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ian Youth Movement’s “The First Week” communique:

THE FOREMOST DEMAND TO ANYONE INSIDE THE WEST,
INSIDE THE IMPERIAL CORE, IS TO OPPOSE THE GENOCIDAL
DRUMBEAT WAGED BY ZIONIST AND WESTERN LEADERS ALIKE.
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE OF GAZA HAVE ASKED FOR THE
BOMBING CAMPAIGN TO STOP, THE BLOCKADE TO END ONCE
AND FOR ALL, AND FOR HUMANITARIAN AID TO ENTER. BUT
ALSO AND MORE BROADLY, WHAT WE ARE ASKING THOSE WHO
WISH TO BE IN SOLIDARITY WITHIN THE WEST IS THREEFOLD.
FIRST, STRUGGLE THROUGH ORGANIZATIONS AND YOUR
WORKPLACES AND YOUR COMMUNITIES AND IN THE STREETS
TO DEMAND AN END TO BOTH THE CURRENT GENOCIDAL
CAMPAIGN AND FOR AN END TO THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF
SETTLER COLONIALISM THAT HAS STRANGLED PALESTINE FOR
THE LAST CENTURY. SECOND, GO ON THE OFFENSIVE: DEMAND
SANCTIONS AGAINST ZIONISM; NO MORE WEAPONS, NO MORE
MONEY, NO MORE CULTURAL OR INSTITUTIONAL COVER. WE
WANT THE TOTAL ANTI-NORMALIZATION OF A ZIONISM THAT
HAS ONCE AGAIN SHOWN ITS FACE TO THE WORLD. FINALLY,
UNDERSTAND PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE AS FUNDAMENTALLY
JUST AND AS A MEANS OF SURVIVAL FOR OUR PEOPLE; IT WILL
NOT STOP IN THE WEEKS AND MONTHS TO COME, AND YOU
MUST BE PREPARED NOT TO WAVER AGAIN.[57]

Many of us came of age during the Second Intifada and all the perver-
sion of the War on Terror sprung forth from 9/11: a confluence of insecurity,
fear(war)mongering, xenophobia, anti-Blackness, anti-Indigeneity... | guess
anti-everything, except austerity and unfettered capitalism that stymied our
potential before we started to know ourselves. No matter where you’re reading
this, you’ve known nothing but War—with varied degrees of privilege that define
our relations and proximities to gore. But the bulldozer and hang gliders, those
on foot stepping into their land, gifted us all the visuality of a viable borderless
present, future. It's upheaval—a heaving of earth and walls and caging—that
certainly did not begin on October 7, nor were the ruptures instants of finitude.
Rather, this fracturing of Zionist settler colonial time and space—of borders
and ordering—alerts us we’re very much in the throes of profound change.
Fargo Nissim Tbakhi writes:

THE LONG MIDDLE ISNOT A CONDITION OF TIME;, WE MIGHT
BE NEARER TO THE END OF REVOLUTION THAN THE BEGIN-
NING, WE MIGHT BE NEARER LIBERATION THAN DEFEAT, BUT
OUR EXPERIENCE AND OUR ACTIONS EXIST WITHIN THE FRAME
WE CAN SEE, THE FRAME OF THE LONG MIDDLE. LIBERATION
ISTHE END, BUT IT IS A GEOGRAPHICAL END RATHER THAN

A TEMPORAL ONE, A SOIL AND NOT AN HOUR. WE MOVE
TOWARDS IT—SOMETIMES SLOWLY, SOMETIMES QUICKLY, BUT
ALWAYS. IT IS THE LOCATION BY WHICH WE ORIENT OUR
MOVEMENT. WE KNOW IT BECAUSE IT GETS CLOSER, NOT
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[57] Palestinian Youth Movement, “The First Week,”
New Inquiry, October 14,2023, link.
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NECESSARILY BECAUSE IT COMES SOONER.

(AND LIBERATION MOVES TOO, IT HAS ITS OWN SORT OF
AGENCY, IT CAN DANCE A LITTLE, AS YOU STARE THROUGH
THE HOLE IN THE FENCE YOU'VE JUST CUT YOU MIGHT FEEL A
HAND ON YOUR SHOULDER, SOMEONE STANDING BY YOUR
SIDE LIKE A FRIEND, LIBERATION LETTING YOU KNOW WHAT IT
FEELS LIKE, THAT YOURE GOING THE RIGHT WAY)[58]

From this middle, the only way is forward. This moment in Gaza and
across Palestine—and all these ways of seeing/liking/reposting/creating/
co-conspiring, documenting, and disrupting—is our chance to define anti-im-
perialism, anticolonialism, and the dismantling of Forever War—on our terms.

[58] Fargo Nissim Tbakhi, “Notes on Craft: Writing in
the Hour of Genocide,” Protean Mag, December 8,
2023, link.

Gaza broke out of prison, October 7, 2023.
Photograph by Mohammed Fayq Abu Mostaf. Courtesy
of Reuters



